
Supplementary Table S1. The quality assessment and overall appraisal of included case reports. 
ID Country Study 

desig
n  

Were patient’s 
demographic 
characteristics 
clearly 
described?(Yes,No
, Unclear, Not 
applicable) 

Was the 
patient’s history 
clearly described 
and presented as 
a 
timeline?(Yes,No
, Unclear, Not 
applicable) 

Was the current 
clinical condition 
of the patient on 
presentation 
clearly 
described?(Yes,No
, Unclear, Not 
applicable) 

Were diagnostic 
tests or assessment 
methods and the 
results clearly 
described?(Yes,No
, Unclear, Not 
applicable) 

Was the 
intervention(s) or 
treatment 
procedure(s) 
clearly 
described?(Yes,No
, Unclear, Not 
applicable) 

Was the post-
intervention 
clinical condition 
clearly 
described?(Yes,No
, Unclear, Not 
applicable) 

Were adverse 
events (harms) or 
unanticipated 
events identified 
and 
described?(Yes,No
, Unclear, Not 
applicable) 

Does the case 
report provide 
takeaway 
lessons?(Yes,No
, Unclear, Not 
applicable) 

Overall 
appraisal
: 
(Include, 
Exclude, 
Seek 
further 
info) 

[1
] 

USA Case 
Repor
t 

Yes Yes Yes Yes  Yes Yes No Yes Include 

[2
] 

German
y 

Case 
Repor
t 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Include 

[3
] 

USA Case 
Repor
t 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Not applicable Not applicable No unclear Include 

[4
] 

USA Case 
Repor
t 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes unclear No Yes Include 

[5
] 

USA Case 
Repor
t 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes unclear No Yes Include 

[6
] 

USA Case 
Repor
t 

No unclear No Yes Yes No No Yes exclude 

[7
] 

Malaysi
a 

Case 
Repor
t 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Include 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Supplementary Table S2. The quality assessment and overall appraisal of the included case series. 
I
D 

C
ou
nt
ry 

S
t
u
d
y 
d
es
ig
n  

Was the 
hypothesi
s/aim/obj
ective of 
the study 

clearly 
stated? 

(Yes,Parti
al,No) 

Was 
the 

study 
conduc

ted 
prospe
ctively

? 
(Yes,u
nclear,

No) 

Were 
the 

cases 
collect
ed in 
more 
than 
one 

centre
? 

(Yes,u
nclear,

No) 

Were 
patient

s 
recruit

ed 
consec
utively

? 
(Yes,u
nclear,

No)  

Were 
the 

charac
teristic
s of the 
patient

s 
includ
ed in 
the 

study 
descri
bed? 

(Yes,P
artial,

No) 

Were 
the 

eligibil
ity 

criteri
a (i.e. 
inclusi
on and 
exclusi

on 
criteri
a) for 
entry 
into 
the 

study 
clearly 
stated? 
(Yes,P
artial,

No) 

Did 
patients 
enter the 
study at a 

similar 
point in 

the 
disease?(
Yes,uncle

ar,No) 

Was 
the 

interve
ntion 

of 
interes

t 
clearly 
descri
bed? 

(Yes,P
artial,

No) 

Were 
additio

nal 
interve
ntions 

(co-
interve
ntions) 
clearly 
descri
bed? 

(Yes,P
artial,

No) 

Were 
releva

nt 
outco

me 
measu

res 
establi
shed a 
priori? 
(Yes,P
artial,

No) 

Were 
outco

me 
assesso

rs 
blinde

d to 
the 

interve
ntion 
that 

patient
s 

receive
d? 

(Yes,u
nclear,

No) 

Were 
the 

releva
nt 

outco
mes 
meas
ured 
using 
appro
priate 
object
ive/su
bjecti

ve 
meth
ods? 

(Yes,P
artial,

No) 

Wer
e the 
relev
ant 
outc
ome 
meas
ures 
mad

e 
befo
re 

and 
after 
the 

inter
venti
on? 
(Yes,
uncl
ear,
No) 

Wer
e the 
stati
stica

l 
tests 
used 

to 
asses
s the 
relev
ant 
outc
omes 
appr
opri
ate? 
(Yes,
uncl
ear,
No) 

Was 
follo
w-up 
long 
enou
gh 
for 

impo
rtant 
even

ts 
and 
outc
omes 

to 
occu
r? 

(Yes,
uncl
ear,
No) 

Wer
e 

losse
s to 
follo
w-up 
repo
rted

? 
(Yes,
uncl
ear,
No) 

Did 
the 

stud
y 

prov
ided 
esti

mate
s of 

rand
om 
vari
abili
ty in 
the 

data 
anal
ysis 
of 

relev
ant 
outc
ome
s? 

(Yes,
Part
ial,N

o) 

Wer
e the 
adve
rse 

even
ts 

repo
rted

? 
(Yes,
Part
ial,N

o) 

Wer
e the 
conc
lusio
ns of 
the 

stud
y 

supp
orte
d by 
resul
ts? 

(Yes,
uncl
ear,
No) 

Wer
e 

both 
com
peti
ng 

inter
ests 
and 
sour
ces 
of 

supp
ort 
for 
the 

stud
y 

repo
rted

? 
(Yes,
Part
ial,N

o) 

[
8
] 

U
S
A 

C
as
e 
S
er
ie
s 

Yes No No Unclea
r 

Yes No Yes Yes Yes No No Yes No Uncl
ear 

Yes No No No Yes Yes 

[
9
] 

U
S
A 

C
as
e 
S
er
ie
s 

Yes No No Unclea
r 

Yes No Unclear Yes Unclea
r 

No No Yes No Uncl
ear 

Uncl
ear 

No No No Yes Yes 



[
1
0
] 

U
S
A 

C
as
e 
S
er
ie
s 

Yes No Unclea
r 

Unclea
r 

Yes No Yes Yes Yes No No Yes No Uncl
ear 

Yes No No No Yes Yes 

[
1
1
] 

USA Case 
Serie

s 

Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No Yes No Uncl
ear 

Uncl
ear 

No No No Yes Yes 
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