Supplemental Material 1
Participant Survey

Demographic Questions						   DATE___________

1. Initials_____________					
2. Race_______________
3. Gender_____________
4. Marital status___________
5. Lifetime occupation__________________
6. Current employment___________________
7. Zip code____________
8. Year of birth______________
9. Highest grade of education_____________________
10. Do you live alone? _____________

11. How much time to you spend on the following activities during an average week?
· Senior center
· Church
· Employment
· Caring for others
· Other: ____________________________________________________________

12. What source do you rely upon the most for information about HEALTH issues?
· Network news
· Cable news
· The Philadelphia Daily News
· The Philadelphia Inquirer
· KYW news radio
· Other radio
· Other: ____________________________________________________________

13. How often do you spend time online within a normal week?
· 0 – 4 hours
· 5 – 9 hours
· 10 – 14 hours
· 14 – 20 hours
· 20+ hours

14. What online sources do you rely upon the most for information about HEALTH issues?
· WebMD
· Social media (Facebook, Twitter, etc.): __________________________________
· Google news
· Online newspapers (i.e. New York Times, Philadelphia Inquire, etc.)
· Other: ____________________________________________________________

15. Who provides the majority of your primary health care?
· Private MD/DO
· Nurse practitioner
· Physician’s Assistant
· Other: ____________________________________________________________

16. How often do you see a primary health care provider?
· Yearly
· Monthly
___ times per year
times per year
 
17. During the past 12 months, has your primary care health provider specifically asked you questions about whether or not you smoke or vape tobacco products?
· No
· Yes. If yes, what did they inquire about? ________________________________

18. During the past 12 months, has your primary care health provider specifically asked you questions about whether or not you use alcohol?
· No
· Yes. If yes, what did they inquire about? ________________________________

19. During the past 12 months, has your primary care health provider specifically asked you questions about whether or not you use Cannabis/marijuana?
· No
· Yes. If yes, what did they inquire about? ________________________________


The following questions relate to your knowledge of the effects of Cannabis:

20. How would you rate your knowledge of the uses of Cannabis to improve the health conditions commonly seen in older adults:
· Very Knowledgeable
· Moderately Knowledgeable 
· Somewhat Knowledgeable
· Not very Knowledgeable
· Not at all Knowledgeable

21. How would you rate your knowledge of the health risks of Cannabis in older adults:
· Very Knowledgeable
· Moderately Knowledgeable 
· Somewhat Knowledgeable
· Not very Knowledgeable
· Not at all Knowledgeable

22. How important do you think Cannabis use is to treat the symptoms and diseases seen in older adults? 
· Extremely Important
· Moderately Important
· Somewhat Important
· Not very Important
· Not at all Important

23. Have you attended any seminar, talk or program on the topic of Cannabis/marijuana in the past year?
· No
· Yes. If yes, please explain. ____________________________________________

24. Do you think there are any benefits of legalizing Cannabis/marijuana?
· No
· Yes. If yes, please explain. ____________________________________________


For each of the following questions, please rate you level of agreement as:
1=very high or strongly agree
2=high or agree
3=moderate or neutral
4=low or disagree
5=very low or strongly disagree
  
Cannabis/marijuana in general…
	25. 
	is that drug addicting
	

	26. 
	can be effective in the treatment of arthritis pain
	

	27. 
	can be effective in the treatment of cancer pain
	

	28. 
	can be helpful in the treatment of depression
	

	29. 
	can be helpful in the treatment of anxiety
	

	30. 
	may make bronchitis worse if it is smoked
	

	31. 
	is helpful for the treatment of glaucoma
	

	32. 
	can lead to memory impairment
	

	33. 
	can increase the risk of cancer
	

	34. 
	can make schizophrenia symptoms worse
	

	35. 
	can improve bipolar disease symptoms
	



Medical Cannabis/marijuana…
	36. 
	is purchased at dispensaries in and around Philadelphia
	

	37. 
	is a legitimate medical therapy
	

	38. 
	may interact with prescription medications used for medical conditions such as high blood pressure and diabetes
	

	39. 
	may interact with prescription medications used for mental health conditions such as depression and bipolar disorder
	

	40. 
	can be effective in decreasing dependency on opioid medications
	

	41. 
	may increase an older adult’s risk of falls
	

	42. 
	may be helpful in preventing in diseases of older adults
	

	43. 
	may be damaging to the older adult’s brain?
	




For each of the following questions, please respond with YES, NO, or DON’T KNOW/NO OPINION:

	44. 
	Do you think that Cannabis/marijuana is less harmful to your health than alcohol?
	

	45. 
	Should Primary Care Providers offer Cannabis/marijuana as a treatment to some medical conditions seen in older adults
	

	46. 
	Do you think Cannabis/marijuana is damaging to the older adult’s brain?
	

	47. 
	Do you think that smoking Cannabis/marijuana provides the same effect as using edible forms?
	

	48. 
	Do you think that vaping Cannabis/marijuana is safe?
	

	49. 
	Do you think that Cannabis/marijuana is legal for medical reasons in the US?
	

	50. 
	Do you think that Cannabis/marijuana is legal for medical reasons in PA?
	

	51. 
	Do you think that Cannabis/marijuana is legal for recreational use in the US?
	

	52. 
	Do you think that Cannabis/marijuana is legal for recreational use in PA?
	

	53. 
	Do you think that legalizing Cannabis/marijuana will make its use more acceptable to older adults?
	

	54. 
	All physicians in Philadelphia are able to prescribe Cannabis/marijuana
	




55. How comfortable do you think older people are in discussing the benefits and risks of Cannabis/marijuana with their primary health providers?
· Extremely Comfortable
· Moderately Comfortable
· Somewhat Comfortable
· Not very Comfortable
· Not at all Comfortable
56. How comfortable do you think you are in discussing the benefits and risks of Cannabis/marijuana with their primary health providers?
· Extremely Comfortable
· Somewhat Comfortable
· Moderately Comfortable
· Not very Comfortable
· Not at all Comfortable

57. What source do you rely upon for information on Cannabis?
· Network news
· Cable news
· The Philadelphia Daily News
· The Philadelphia Inquirer
· KYW news radio
· Other radio
· Other: ____________________________________________________________

58. What online sources do you rely upon the most for information about Cannabis issues?
· WebMD
· Social media (Facebook, Twitter, etc.): __________________________________
· Google news
· Online newspapers (i.e. New York Times, Philadelphia Inquirer, etc.)
· Other: ____________________________________________________________


Please rate the importance of the following information to you using:
1=Extremely Important
2=Moderately Important
3=Somewhat Important
4=Not very Important 
5=Not important at all
6=Don’t know

	59. 
	Knowing the purity of the Cannabis/marijuana a person uses is important to me
	

	60. 
	Knowing the side effects of Cannabis/marijuana is important to me
	

	61. 
	Knowing the potential adverse effects of Cannabis/marijuana is important to me
	

	62. 
	Understanding the potential interacts with my prescription medications is important to me
	

	63. 
	Understanding the long-term effects of Cannabis/marijuana is important to me
	

	64. 
	Understanding the safest way that Cannabis/marijuana can be used such as smoking, vaping, liquids or using edibles is important to me
	

	65. 
	Understanding the abuse potential or ability of Cannabis/marijuana to be addictive is important to me
	




66. If you wanted to obtain Cannabis/marijuana to treat a medical condition, how would you go about it?


67. Do you have any additional comments?_____________________________________

Supplemental Table 1 Participants’ Beliefs on the Uses and Health Risks of Cannabis {n=47; [n (%)]}
	Cannabis/marijuana, in general can be/is/may… 
	Strongly Agree/ Agree
	Neutral/ Don’t Know
	Disagree/ Strongly Disagree

	Uses
	
	
	

	Physical
	
	
	

	…effective in the treatment of arthritis pain.
	33 (72)
	13 (28)
	

	…effective in the treatment of cancer pain.
	36 (77)
	11 (23)
	

	…helpful for the treatment of glaucoma.
	33 (72)
	13 (28)
	

	…helpful in preventing diseases of older adults. (N = 44)
	25 (57)
	10 (23)
	9 (20)

	Psychological Effects
	
	
	

	…helpful in the treatment of depression.
	17 (57)
	18 (38)
	2 (4)

	…helpful in the treatment of anxiety.
	36 (77)
	10 (21)
	1 (2)

	…improve bipolar disease symptoms. (N = 46)
	18 (29)
	20 (43)
	8 (17)

	…be effective in decreasing dependency on opioid medications. (N = 45)
	23 (51)
	17 (38)
	5 (11)

	Health Risks
	
	
	

	Physical Effects
	
	
	

	…make bronchitis worse if it is smoked.
	19 (40)
	23 (49)
	5 (11)

	…increase the risk of cancer.
	6 (13)
	22 (47)
	19 (40)

	…interact with prescription medications used for medical conditions such as high blood pressure and/or diabetes. (N = 45)
	5 (11)
	27 (60)
	13 (29)

	…damaging to the older adult's brain. (N = 45)
	3 (7)
	21 (47)
	21 (46)

	…increase an older adult's risk of falls. (N = 45)
	13 (29)
	23 (51)
	9 (20)

	Psychological Effects
	
	
	

	…an addictive drug.
	8 (17)
	15 (32)
	24 (51)

	…lead to memory impairment.
	16 (34)
	20 (43)
	11 (24)

	…make schizophrenia symptoms worse.
	11 (23)
	22 (47)
	14 (30)

	…interact with prescription medications used for mental health conditions such as depression and/or bipolar disorder. (N = 45)
	7 (16)
	30 (67)
	8 (18)


The bolded and italicized texts indicate the category that each statement conveys.




Supplemental Table 2 Participants’ Beliefs {n=47; [n (%)]}
	
	Yes
	No
	Unsure or No Opinion

	Do you think that cannabis/marijuana is less harmful to your health than alcohol?
	39 (83)
	3 (6)
	5 (11)

	Do you think that smoking cannabis/marijuana provides the same effect as using edible forms? (N = 46)
	16 (35)
	12 (26)
	18 (39)

	Do you think that vaping cannabis/marijuana is safe? (N = 46)
	11 (24)
	24 (52)
	11 (24)

	Do you think that legalizing cannabis/marijuana will make its use more acceptable to older adults? (N = 46)
	40 (87)
	2 (4)
	4 (9)

	Should primary care providers offer cannabis/marijuana as a treatment to some medical conditions seen in older adults?
	46 (98)
	
	1 (2)

	Do you think there are any benefits of legalizing cannabis/marijuana?
	47 (100)
	
	Not applicable 


Not applicable indicates the response-type was not an option for participants.












Supplemental Table 3 Participants’ Rated Importance on Health Topics about Cannabis {n=47; [n (%)]}
	
	High
	
	Low
	

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	Knowing the purity of cannabis/marijuana a person uses is important to me.
	30 (64)
	12 (26)
	2 (4)
	1 (2)
	1 (2)
	1 (2)

	Knowing the side effects of cannabis/marijuana is important to me.
	30 (64)
	11 (23)
	3 (6)
	
	3 (6)
	

	Knowing the potential adverse events of cannabis/marijuana is important to me.
	34 (72)
	4 (9)
	5 (11)
	
	4 (9)
	

	Understanding the potential interactions with my prescription medications is important to me.
	39 (83)
	4 (9)
	2 (4)
	
	2 (4)
	

	Understanding the long-term effects of cannabis/marijuana is important to me.
	34 (72)
	6 (13)
	4 (9)
	
	3 (6)
	

	Understanding the safest way that cannabis/marijuana can be used such as smoking, vaping, liquids or using edibles is important to me.
	32 (68)
	7 (15)
	3 (6)
	
	5 (11)
	

	Understanding the abuse potential or ability of cannabis/marijuana to be addictive is important to me.
	33 (70)
	5 (11)
	5 (11)
	
	3 (6)
	1 (2)


Importance Scale: 1-Extremely important; 2-Moderately important; 3-Somewhat important; 4, Not very important; 5-Not at all important; 6-Don’t know


