Clinician Interview Guide
Preamble: Thank you for agreeing to participate in this interview. I am interested in learning about what you need to decide whether you should use cannabis for your rheumatologic symptoms or not.  The interview should take about 30-40 minutes.
 What questions do you have before we begin the interview? {interviewer responds to questions}
Interviewer Initials: ____                                                              Date: ____(dd) /____ (mm)/_____(yy)
Participant ID number: ___________________            	            Interview #: _______
· Age: ……………………….
· Gener: Male……………. Female………… Other………… Prefer not to answer
· Years of practice: …………………...
· Setting of practice:…………………………
· How many patients with arthritis do you see every day?....................
· How often do you get involved in treatment management for patients with rheumatologic conditions?........................
· Have you ever been in a situation where you needed to engage with patients about whether to use cannabis or not? If yes, approximately how often does this occur per week?.............
Decision determinants
1. Imagine that I am a patient diagnosed with arthritis who is experiencing relevant symptoms. I ask you whether I should use cannabis or not. Please walk me through how you would approach helping me make this decision.
(Probes: How do you typically provide information about cannabis to your patients? How would you describe your level of knowledge on this topic? How important do you believe it is to provide information about cannabis? How has providing—or choosing not to provide—information about cannabis affected your clinical practice?)
2. How do you perceive and value the decision regarding medical cannabis use?
(Probes: How do you view cannabis as an alternative or adjunctive therapy? How do you value discussing medical cannabis with patients? What motivates your interest in participating in decision-making regarding cannabis use?)
3. Let us talk about the difficulty people may experience when making this decision about cannabis use.
(Probes: How do you think patients feel when making this decision (e.g., distressed, worried, tense)? How would you describe their emotional or cognitive responses to this decision?)
4. What factors do you think make this decision particularly difficult for patients?
5. What are the main questions or inquiries patients typically raise about medical cannabis?
6. How confident do you feel in your ability to provide information about medical cannabis use to patients with arthritis?
7. What is your usual role in shared decision-making related to medical cannabis use?
8. What factors make it difficult for you to support your patients’ decision-making regarding whether or not to use medical cannabis?
9. Who else, besides yourself and the patient, is usually involved in making this decision?
(Probes: How do these individuals influence the decision-making process? What is their usual role in this decision?)
 
Notes: A separate pilot study of the interview guide with a different sample was not conducted as the instrument was: 1-grounded in the Ottawa Decision Support Framework (ODSF),27 2. adapted from the validated Decisional Needs Assessment in Populations workbook (Jacobsen et al., 2013),28 and 3-employed a semi-structured approach within a qualitative inquiry design that facilitated flexibility for iterative refinement during early interviews to enhance clarity.
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