Primary Care Provider Cannabis Survey

We appreciate your interest in completing the following survey. We are interested in the thoughts and beliefs that providers have about cannabis in medical practice. 

Please review the following definitions which will help you in completing the survey. 

Medical cannabis refers to cannabinoids being made available through licensed medical centers only to individuals who have a doctor’s recommendation to possess and use cannabinoids to treat a medical condition. 

Older adults refers to patients aged 65 years and older.











































1. Please indicate the type of clinical degree you possess. (Select all that apply)
Doctor of Osteopathy (DO)
Medical Doctor (MD)
Nurse Practitioner (NP)
Physician Assistant (PA)
Other (Please specify):  _________________________________

2. Are you currently practicing as a clinician (seeing patients)?  Yes: ___  No: ___(Survey logic – if No, end survey)

3. Do you consider yourself a Primary Care Provider?  Yes: ___  No: ___(Survey logic – if No, end survey)

4. Do you care for any older adults in your Primary Care practice?  Yes: ___  No: ___(Survey logic – if No, end survey)

5. Do you practice Primary Care in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Yes: ___  No: ___

6. At what location do you primarily see patients?
· Health Care System
· Private Office
· Public Clinic
· Other (Please specify): _________________________________

7. What prompted you to take a 4-hour Department of Health certification program? (Open ended)



8. Are you certified to be a recommender or dispenser of medical cannabis in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or in any state? (Forced selection of 1 choice)
No
Yes, a recommender (prescriber)
Yes, a dispenser
Other (Please specify): _________________________________

9. What are your major sources of information for new information about medical cannabis? (Select all that apply)
Professional society continuing education (CE) – conferences
Professional society CE – websites not part of a conference
Peer-reviewed journal articles
Lay press (non-professional web sites/newspapers/magazines)
Cannabis podcasts/videos
Social Media sources (for example Facebook, Instagram)
Other (Please specify): _________________________________

10. Have you attended a seminar, talk, or program on the topic of cannabis in the past year beyond the 4-hour Department of Health training program?
No
Yes
If yes, please explain. ____________________________________________
11. During the past 12 months, have you asked your older adult patients about whether or not they smoke or vape tobacco products?
No
Yes
If yes, what did you inquire about? ________________________________


12. During the past 12 months, have you asked your older adult patients about whether or not they use alcohol?
· No
· Yes
If yes, what did you inquire about? ________________________________


13. During the past 12 months, have you asked your older adult patients about whether or not they use cannabis?
· No
· Yes
If yes, what did you inquire about? ________________________________


14. In your practice in caring for the older adults in a given week, how often do your older adult patients ask you about medical cannabis?  
Hardly ever
About 1-3 times per week
About 4-6 times per week
About 7-10 times per week
More than 10 times per week


15. Please provide 1-2 examples of questions your older adult patients ask you about medical cannabis (Open-ended) 



16. How prepared are you to answer patient questions about the uses and health risks associated with medical cannabis?
Well prepared
Somewhat well prepared
Not well prepared
Not prepared at all
I don’t want to answer/do not answer questions about cannabis from my patients










17. Please indicate a level of knowledge with the following question.

	
	Very knowledgeable (1)
	Knowledgeable (2)
	Fairly knowledgeable (3)
	Slightly knowledgeable (4)
	Not knowledgeable (5)

	How much knowledge do you have about medical cannabis?
	
	
	
	
	

	How much knowledge do you have about the risks and side-effects of cannabis?  
	
	
	
	
	




18. Please indicate a level of comfort with the following questions.

	
	Very comfortable (1)
	Comfortable (2)
	Fairly comfortable (3)
	Slightly comfortable (4)
	Not comfortable (5)

	How comfortable do you think older adults are in discussing the benefits and risks of cannabis with you?
	
	
	
	
	

	How comfortable do you think you are in discussing the benefits and risks of cannabis with your patients?  
	
	
	
	
	




























· Please indicate your agreement or disagreement with the following statements.

	General Statements
	Strongly agree (1)
	Somewhat agree (2)
	Neither agree nor disagree (3)
	Somewhat disagree (4)
	Strongly disagree (5)

	Medical cannabis is a legitimate medical therapy.
	
	
	
	
	

	Medical providers should be offering medical cannabis for managing medical conditions.
	
	
	
	
	

	Medical cannabis has significant interactions with medical therapies.
	
	
	
	
	

	Medical cannabis can effectively treat symptoms associated with medical conditions.
	
	
	
	
	

	The process to certify patients in the medical cannabis program is difficult to navigate. 
	
	
	
	
	

	I believe my patients not enrolled in the medical cannabis program are using cannabis obtained illegally to treat their medical conditions.
	
	
	
	
	

	Medical cannabis through a state program is safer than cannabis that patients obtain illegally.
	
	
	
	
	

	Medical cannabis through a state program is more effective than cannabis that patients obtain illegally.
	
	
	
	
	

























19. How helpful do you think that medical cannabis is for the treatment of the following conditions?

	Qualifying Medical Conditions
	Very helpful (1)
	Somewhat helpful (2)
	Neither helpful nor not helpful (3)
	Somewhat not helpful (4)
	Not at all helpful (5)
	Don’t know

	Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Anxiety disorders
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Autism
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cancer, including remission therapy
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chronic or intractable pain
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Damage to the nervous tissue of the central nervous system (brain-spinal cord) with objective neurological indication of intractable spasticity
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dysmenorrhea
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dyskinetic and spastic movement disorders
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Glaucoma
	
	
	
	
	
	

	HIV / AIDS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Huntington’s disease
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Inflammatory bowel disease, including Crohn’s disease
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Migraine
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Multiple sclerosis
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Muscular dystrophy
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Neurodegenerative diseases
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Neuropathies
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Opioid use disorder
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parkinson’s disease
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Seizures disorder, including Epilepsy
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sickle cell anemia
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Terminal illness
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tourette syndrome
	
	
	
	
	
	












20. To what extent can cannabis increase the risk for:

	Health Risks
	A great deal
	Quite a bit
	Somewhat
	Very Little
	Not at all
	Don’t know

	Cancer
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Depression
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Falls
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Heart attack
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Memory problems
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Psychotic symptoms
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Respiratory problems (if it is smoked)
	
	
	
	
	
	




21. To what extent can medical cannabis improve the following for older adult patients:

	Quality of Life
	A great deal
	Quite a bit
	Somewhat
	Very Little
	Not at all
	Don’t know

	Ability to work
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Energy level
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Enjoyment of life
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Mood
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Physical functioning
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sense of hope
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Social engagement (visiting with friends and family) 
	
	
	
	
	
	





22. What would help you, as a primary care practitioner, communicate more effectively about medical cannabis to your older adult population?  (Open ended)





23. Do you have any additional comments? (Open ended)



End of Survey

